
 
 

 
 

8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” – Acts 1:8 

 

1. WE are Witnesses – Luke 24:44-48 
 
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened 
their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 

• “You” is plural, like “y’all,” and includes all of us. 

• WE are the missionary.  

• The fact that WE are witnesses is a serious thing, but we sometimes don’t take it too seriously. 

• WE are to testify and be witnesses to the life, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, and to the Gospel of the 
Kingdom. 

• WE, all of us together, are to be witnesses to the nations.  
 

 
2. WE are Empowered – Luke 24:49-53 
 

49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed 
with power from on high.” 
 
50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed 
them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

• These early disciples were not highly educated experts, but yet were empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

• We are empowered by the same Holy Spirit. 

• You don’t have to ask the Holy Spirit to come in power ; He doesn’t come in any other way! 

• The Holy Spirit comes to us and empowers us to boldly proclaim Jesus and His death, burial, and 
resurrection. 

• God always moves in power, and you already have within you the full power of God in the name of the 
resurrected Jesus through the Holy Spirit. 

• The Holy Spirit isn’t for us to just be “more spiritual,” but to empower us to live and love like Jesus. 

• The outcome of living and loving like Jesus is that we would be His witnesses and bear fruit in the 
Kingdom of God. 
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For reflection and small group discussion: 

 

    Read Acts 1:8, and listen as your leader reviews the purpose of our gathering. 
   Reflect on these verses which exhort us to pursue God’s purpose as we gather in our cells.  

 

Hearing from God Together - Worship. Spend a little time listening to a song, singing together, or reading a psalm. 
Have you heard from God this week? Is God giving you a word to share with an individual or your T-Life group? 
 
  

     Building Up One Another in the Word  
 

 

READ Luke 24:44-53. As you read,   

 

REFLECT – Meditate on the passage and ask questions. What is the context of the passage? Enter into the Biblical 

scene in order to “see” the setting, the people, and the unfolding action. What are some words and phrases that the Holy 
Spirit is drawing my attention to? Do I know what the words and phrases mean? Do I understand what the Holy Spirit is 
saying through these verses? 

 
RESPOND – What do you feel? Read this passage and look for how it speaks to your life. What specific situation in your 

life today relates to this passage? Are there beliefs, attitudes, or practices I need to adjust to deepen my relationship with 
Christ? Respond very specifically to what God has revealed to you in Scripture that speaks to your life. This is your 
personal response to the text: asking for graces, offering praise or thanksgiving, seeking healing or forgiveness. In this 
prayerful engagement with the text, you open yourself to the presence of God.   
 

REST – Read the passage again, but this time, rest in God’s presence in what He has spoken to you about your life 

through Scripture. Simply rest in the fact that God has spoken to you. Worship God for speaking to you and find strength, 
encouragement and hope, knowing you have just heard God; you have come into experiential contact with the One 
behind and beyond the text.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Share the name of someone you are praying for and with whom you desire to share Jesus. Have you 
seen any God activity in their life since you last met? Have you been Bold as Love in serving and sharing 
with them? Pray as a group that God would create circumstances in the person’s life to make them open 
to receiving Jesus. Is any way you could show God’s love to them as a T-Life Group? How are you 
serving OUT together as a T-Life Group?  

Reflection Questions 
 
1. What is a witness in the legal world? What does the law require of a witness? What does a witness tell others  
    about?  
2. Read Acts 1:8. What is the context of this verse, that is, what is Jesus doing and what are the witnesses doing?  
    What might they have been thinking while Jesus is speaking? What would you be thinking if you were there?  
3. Why didn’t Jesus just take all the disciples with Him when He ascended?  
4. Read Luke 24:44-48. Who was Jesus speaking to, the Pharisees? Priests? Highly educated theologians?  
    Missionaries? 
5. Do you open your mind to let God help you understand the Scriptures (v. 45) What has He said to you lately?  
6. What things were the disciples witnesses of (vv. 46-48)? Are these the same things we are to be witnesses of 
    today? 
7. What do you think the disciples were thinking when Jesus said to go to all nations? Do you think any of them had  
    traveled much outside of Judea? Did He really mean all nations, or just the nice ones? 
8. Read Luke 24:49-53. What is the promise of the Father that Jesus sent? Do you believe that God sent the Holy  
    Spirit to empower you, too? What does it mean to be empowered by the Holy Spirit, lightning and thunder and  
    miracles and stuff, or a daily walk with Him, being witnesses of His death, burial, and resurrection and loving  
    others as Jesus would love them? 
9. Read Luke 24:50 again. Does Jesus still lift His hands and bless us today? Jesus is on your side, and empowers   
    you through the Holy Spirit every day if you will choose to be His witness.  
 
If you would like to be a part of a small group, called a T-Life Group, stop by the Information Center in the Village or contact us at 

TLifeGroups@NorthWoodChurch.org.  
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