
 
 

 

 

 
 
1. Do I See the Finish Line? – Numbers 20:1 
1And the people of Israel, the whole congregation, came into the wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in Kadesh. 
And Miriam died there and was buried there. 

• Miriam was Moses’s sister and Aaron was his brother. They were the last of the wandering generation. 

• Miriam was a significant leader throughout her life. 

• Moses has wandered for 40 years, and the children of Israel are about to enter the promised land, but he is tired. 

• Keep watching; keep looking ahead. 

 
2. Am I Still Moving Forward? – Numbers 20:2-5 
2 Now there was no water for the congregation. And they assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. 3 And the 
people quarreled with Moses and said, “Would that we had perished when our brothers perished before the LORD! 4 Why have you 
brought the assembly of the LORD into this wilderness, that we should die here, both we and our cattle? 5 And why have you made us 
come up out of Egypt to bring us to this evil place? It is no place for grain or figs or vines or pomegranates, and there is no water to 
drink.” 

• The Israelites have seen God provide for them over and over, but they still complain and question Him. 

• We move forward by moving in the direction God sets for you. 

• God gives you enough to make it to the next spot but withholds enough to make you trust Him. 

 

3. Am I Quiet Enough? – Numbers 20:6 
6 Then Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the entrance of the tent of meeting and fell on their faces. And the 
glory of the LORD appeared to them, 

• Be still, be silent (Ps. 46:10, Ps. 62:5, Rev. 7:9-10) 

• Refuel, reflect, and let God give you a revelation – a word, a direction. 
 

4. Am I Centered? – Numbers 20:7-11 
7 and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 8 “Take the staff, and assemble the congregation, you and Aaron your brother, and tell the rock 
before their eyes to yield its water. So you shall bring water out of the rock for them and give drink to the congregation and their cattle.” 
9 And Moses took the staff from before the LORD, as he commanded him. 10 Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together 
before the rock, and he said to them, “Hear now, you rebels: shall we bring water for you out of this rock?” 11 And Moses lifted up his 
hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock. 

• Keep your emotions under control. 

• The people were thirsty, and they continued in their unbelief. 

• Moses did not follow God’s instructions, but He provided water for them anyway. 
 

5. Am I Representing God Well? – Numbers 20:12-13 
. 12 And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of 
Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them.” 13 These are the waters of Meribah, where the 
people of Israel quarreled with the LORD, and through them he showed himself holy. 

• It’s always about God, not us. 

• Moses let his anger and frustration control him and doesn’t treat God with respect. 

• “Rebels” translates to a much stronger word in the original Hebrew. 

• Moses was supposed to be representing God, but instead represented himself, poorly. 
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For reflection and small group discussion: 

 

    Read 1 Corinthians 14:26, and listen as your leader reviews the purpose of our gathering. 
   Reflect on these verses which exhort us to pursue God’s purpose as we gather in our cells.  

 

Hearing from God Together - Worship. Spend a little time listening to a song, singing together, or reading a psalm. 
Have you heard from God this week? Is God giving you a word to share with an individual or your T-Life group? 
 
  

     Building Up One Another in the Word  
 

 

READ Numbers 20:1-13. As you read,   

 

REFLECT – Meditate on the passage and ask questions. What is the context of the passage? Enter into the Biblical 

scene in order to “see” the setting, the people, and the unfolding action. What are some words and phrases that the Holy 
Spirit is drawing my attention to? Do I know what the words and phrases mean? Do I understand what the Holy Spirit is 
saying through these verses? 

 
RESPOND – What do you feel? Read this passage and look for how it speaks to your life. What specific situation in your 

life today relates to this passage? Are there beliefs, attitudes, or practices I need to adjust to deepen my relationship with 
Christ? Respond very specifically to what God has revealed to you in Scripture that speaks to your life. This is your 
personal response to the text: asking for graces, offering praise or thanksgiving, seeking healing or forgiveness. In this 
prayerful engagement with the text, you open yourself to the presence of God.   
 

REST – Read the passage again, but this time, rest in God’s presence in what He has spoken to you about your life 

through Scripture. Simply rest in the fact that God has spoken to you. Worship God for speaking to you and find strength, 
encouragement and hope, knowing you have just heard God; you have come into experiential contact with the One 
behind and beyond the text.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Share the name of someone you are praying for and with whom you desire to share Jesus. Have you 
seen any God activity in their life since you last met? Have you been Bold as Love in serving and sharing 
with them? Pray as a group that God would create circumstances in the person’s life to make them open 
to receiving Jesus. Is any way you could show God’s love to them as a T-Life Group? How are you 
serving OUT together as a T-Life Group?  

Reflection Questions 
 
1. Do you remember a time in your life when you were approaching the end of a long journey? Perhaps a job that  
    was ending, or a phase of your family life. How did you feel about the end of the journey? Do you feel like you  
    finished strong? 
2. Read Numbers 20:1. Who was Miriam? Had she been with Moses all this time? When was the first time we heard  
    about Miriam? Do you believe she was a leader? 
3. Read Numbers 20: 2-5. Why were the Israelites complaining? Had God provided for them up until now? Do you  
    or someone you know complain to God even though He has taken care of you? 
4. Read Numbers 20:6. Why did Moses and Aaron fall on their faces? How often do you sit quietly in front of God  
    and listen to what He has to say to you? How do you listen to God? 
5. Read Numbers 20:7-11. What did God tell Moses to do to get water out of the rock? Did Moses follow God’s  
    instructions? Why did Moses strike the rock instead of speak to it?  
6. Why do you think God provided water for the people even though Moses did not obey Him? Has God ever taken  
    care of you or your family even though you disobeyed Him? 
7. Read Numbers 20:12-13. Moses struck the rock out of anger for the people, and did not uphold God as holy to  
    the people. What were the consequences of Moses’s disobedience? Does that sound harsh? 
8. Sit quietly before God and ask these questions: Do I see the finish line for the work God has given me? Am I still  
    moving forward? Am I quiet before the Lord? Am I centered on His will? Am I representing God well? 
 
If you would like to be a part of a small group, called a T-Life Group, stop by the Information Center in the Village or contact us at 

TLifeGroups@NorthWoodChurch.org.  

mailto:TLifeGroups@NorthWoodChurch.org

