
 
 

 
 

1. Jesus Shepherds Us – John 10:11-13 
11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a 
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  
 

• Jesus the Good Shepherd is not a hired hand (Zechariah 11:17) 

• Jesus takes ownership of his flock – you and me – and laid His life down for us. 
 

2. Jesus Knows Us – John 10:14-15 
 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
 

• The intimacy of the sheep/shepherd relationship is grounded upon the intimacy between the Father and the 
Son. 

• We are one with God because Christ is one with God and we are in Christ and Christ is in us.    

• Can a person do anything that the blood of Jesus cannot cleanse? 
 

3. Jesus Unites Us – John 10:16-18 
16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will 
be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up 
again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 
 

• One Good Shepherd means one flock.  

• One flock means multi-ethnic, multi-generational, multi-socioeconomic, all brought together by through the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

• We are already His sheep; Jesus removes the barriers and brings us all into His flock. 

• No one took His life; He gave it willingly for us, so He is worthy of our worship and praise, and worthy of us 
giving our lives to Him.  
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Reflection Questions 
1. Take a few moments to read and reflect on John 10:1-10. Jesus just healed a blind man and had a crucial  
    conversation with some Pharisees about it in John 9. What is the message Jesus is giving in these verses? 
2. Where did shepherds rank in social status in the times of Jesus? If highly educated Pharisees and others  
     were listening to Him, why would He choose a metaphor using sheep and shepherds? What if your pastor used a  
    “low-level” metaphor in a sermon; could you still relate to it, or would your pre-conceptions keep you from  
    understanding? Is faith in Jesus simple or complicated and “high-level”?  
3. Read and reflect on John 10:11-13. Do you believe that Jesus laid His life down for you? In what way? Have  
    you experienced “shepherds” who made big promises, but abandoned you when times got tough? How has     
    Jesus stood by you? 
4. Read John 10:14-15. How well do you know Jesus? How well does He know you? Do you love Him? Really?  
    What does that look like? Does He love you? Really? What does that look like? Do you know anything or anyone  
    on earth that compares to His love for you? 
5. Read John 10:16-18. Even if the Pharisees and traditional Jews accepted the fact that Jesus is a shepherd,  
    would they believe that the Kingdom of God is open to all people? Is the Kingdom of God open to you? Is it open  
    to anyone, no matter what their background or past beliefs or transgressions are? Can a person go so far that the  
    love of God cannot reach him? Is Jesus really the Good Shepherd for all? How does that impact your life? 


